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Memories of an “Old School Biker”
It started with two blown head gaskets. One was fed into the return oil
from the heads to the cylinder. One was just plain blown out. When I took
her down I found the head bolts were loose. The previous owner had bored
the cylinders .010 over. He had replaced the valve seals and had the valve
seats redone. He just didn’t tighten the head bolts. I have the top end back
together and it only needs the carb and exhaust put on. It was then I saw it
on the Market Place, a late 70’s Superglide tank with the original emblems
and paint was dull but could be polished. I didn’t like the five gallon tanks
that were on it, and I didn’t like the huge flared back fender on the back. I
happened to have a Sportster back fender and my mind started spinning
around, maybe it was my imagination or the Tylenol 4 my doctor gave
me but I had to go with it. The tank is ready to mount and the fender is
painted and several clear coats have been applied. I was lucky to find a
color that was so close to the blue tank. I have been working a lot and
haven’t had time to put her all the way back together and resurrect her.

I love the old shovels, as they say if it isn’t broke it will. Keeping em on
the road is an act of love. I remember a friend who worked at the steel
mill, now this guy was a great guy but he could tell some wild stories.
the mill gave into political correctness, no Confederate flags, license
plates, or any other confederate gear. Flash had painted his shovel with a
Confederate flag theme. And there she was in the bike parking area, loud
and proud. This led to a discussion of free expression versus new company
policy. It turned out to be a sad day when he was told not to ride his rebel
flag bike to work. Just like all our other freedoms, the freedom of speech
was snuffed out.
Flash was one of the most interesting guys I have ever known. He was
from Etowah Arkansas, or Eddywall as most folks called it. Itol was a very
small hole in the wall town in the flat delta surrounded by soybeans and
cotton in the summer. There were huge numbers of mosquitoes as well.
It could be very frustrating trying to sit outside in the evening. Sprays
and creams did bother these critters and they could suck you dry in short
order. Anyway back to Flash. Some of his beliefs would send you into a
belly laugh. He always had an old leather cap like in the old biker movies.
One story he told, and PETA, this was long, long time ago, was how they
would soak chickens with gasoline and set them on fire watching them
run. He claimed one time they did this and the chicken ran under the
house and set it on fire. I do not doubt the truthfulness of this story. He
also claimed that we never put men on the moon. He said if they could
ever send men to the moon they could send them to the sun. When asked
how that could be done he said they could do it at night. Yeah, he believed
that. But the way Flash told stories would make you laugh until you hurt.
Some of the other mills called us muffler mechanics. People like Flash
came from a farm as a lot of the guys did, he could fix anything with a
welder, bailing wire, or a hammer. Us electricians called the millwrights
knuckle draggers. These so called muffler mechanics modified a 600,000
ton per year mill to make 2.2 million tons in the early 2000’s. People
who have had to improvise their whole life on a farm can fix anything,
keep it going, and figure out ways to modify it to make it better. So many
bikers worked at the mill, they would weld, fabricate and machine any
motorcycle part or modification you needed. We were a family and lots
of times we would go to McAdoos bar and drink beer. One of my friends
was having them put vodka in my Corona and I got drunk as hell. I was on
a Rockster BMW that was very loud and the D&D Texas made slip on. I
took a rough and crooked back road home. When I hit the main road there
was a Missouri Trooper sitting there. Of course he pulled me over. He said
I could hear you coming a mile away. I said “sorry sir, I’m trying to get

home. He never noticed how drunk I was. I was sure I was going to jail. He
just told me to “hold it down.” I thought there is a God and eased home.
It was in the late 2000’s everything changed. After being Electrical
Supervisor for seven years on a new steel making process with two patents
the project was turned over to another division. They brought their
own people for supervision and I was made a project engineer. The new
Supervisor made it very clear he wanted me gone. At the 25th anniversary
I ran into one of the greatest men I ever met. Dan Dimicco, he went from
being our General Manager to CEO. He loved to mess with me. I went
up and shook his hand and talked a minute then walked over to two of
our contractors. Dan came over and shook their hands and looked at
me and asked what was wrong. I said nothing Dan, he said bullshit tell
me whats wrong. I told him how things were and I needed to go back
across the street to the beam mill. So the next Monday I got a call from
the maintenance manager to show up the next Monday to the Electronic
shop. After a while of missing being in the melt shop I was told experience
didn’t matter, they could teach it, and my old school ways weren’t desired
anymore. I was told if he put me in an area everyone would quit. It wasn’t
my fault they were hiring sensitive pussies from the nuclear navy guys.
They didn’t know what getting dirty was, if they couldn’t keyboard fix
it they were lost. I have had enough so I retired. I worked several jobs
after that including a bike shop when they got something old and needed
an experienced mechanic on old bikes. I loved it. After a couple of years
working on pans, sporties and shovels they ran out of work when the
cold weather came. I got a job at a Parts store. I was supposed to be part
time but lately Ive been working a lot of hours. I really miss the bike shop
working with old Tom Collins. But I need the steady pay check. I hate
dealing with the general public. I have to stand there and take shit from
very rude people some times. There are a lot of good folks as well. Then
you get the customer who doesn’t know what size engine, or what year,
but wants this or that part. The other day Tom called me about working
on a 73 shovel, and an old sportster. I wanted to just walk out the door, get
on my sporster and head down there so bad because I love working with
Barry the owner and ole Tom Collins, who by the way used to ride with our
friend Jack Daniels, which made traffic stops very interesting.
I’m pretty banged up from three bike crashes but I Keep on kicking.
We have lost a lot of Brothers, Big Brothers, and friends this year. It is
really tough to lose those we love so much, but only God knows why he
is taking them. I hope to join all of them on the endless curvy highway in
the sky. I’m old, I’m always in pain, but I’m not bragging when I say I’m
tough and will never give up until my time expires. At that time I want to
be cremated and my ashes put where my dad and I always went fishing
when I was a kid. I hope to get a last ride and a party, no funeral, no piped
in organ, no sadness. Celebrate and think of all of us who are just starting
our journey in the sky.
Please ride safe, a lot of people are out of work and school kids running
around not paying attention for bikes. I do not want to lose any one and
Im sure a lot of other people do not want to lose those they love.
Ride on, Snowman
Send me your thoughts,
DeadHeadBiker@Live.com
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SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
ON MOTORCYCLE TIRE AGE

Tires have a lengthy shelf life, but some folks still stress over their tires’ date code.
By: Seth Richards
Motorcycle tires wear out from use, but they
can also expire from age. Keeping tabs on the
age of your tires is important, but if you think
your tires need to be as fresh as the contents
of your fridge, we’d like to disabuse you of
that myth. While it’s good to be cautious when
it comes to the condition of your motorcycle
tires, let’s be clear: Tires aren’t milk, and it
seems some consumers are obsessed with
Tires aren’t milk, they don’t
only buying tires that have a very recent date
sour overnight.
code. How recent? We’ve heard that riders are
refusing rubber that’s more than a year old.
A one-year-old tire is considered very, very fresh. In fact, most tire
companies put the “sell by” date somewhere out around five years
from the date of manufacture. So unless you don’t expect to wear
the tire out within five years from the date that’s stamped on the
sidewall, don’t sweat it.

before we buy, but don’t fret the date
code on your new tires unless it was
printed close to five years ago.

Signs Of An Old Motorcycle Tire

Look for the date code
in an oval stamp on your
tire’s sidewall. The numbers
represent the week and
year of manufacture.
Minted in the 13th week of
2017, this Dunlop Q3+ is as
fresh as they come.

Here’s what happens as tires age. Tires are subject to a process
called oxidation, whereby oxygen interacts with compounds in the
rubber causing them to harden and eventually become brittle. As the
rubber oxidization increases over time, tire performance decreases.
Thankfully, oxidation in tires is a relatively slow process, but it can
also occur to a motorcycle that is stored improperly. Concrete will
leech the moisture out of the tires and can speed up the oxidation
process.
Oxidation also occurs more rapidly
at higher temperatures, so if you can
help it, store your bike in a relatively
cool location. If your bike sits for more
than a few weeks at a time, it’s always
a good idea to raise it off the ground to
prevent flat spots from forming on the
tires.
We all check the sell-by date on milk

Do Motorcycle Tires Have A Use By Date?

So, while rubber is not nearly as volatile
as milk (blew your mind there, huh?), it’s
still important to know how old your tires
are. Again, most tire manufacturers advise
replacing a tire after it’s around five years
old. You might not be able to tell the age by
glancing at it, but if you notice cracks along
the carcass of the tire, it needs to be replaced
immediately. Too bad the ole sniff test doesn’t
work here as it does with that carton of milk.

Tires don’t have a “use by” date stamped on them like perishable
foodstuffs because there are a lot of variables that determine the rate
at which a tire degrades. However, tires do have a four-digit number
stamped on the sidewalls indicating the week and year they were
manufactured. This is particularly useful information, especially if
you are buying a used bike.
So, remember the five-year guideline. And if you get a tire from your
dealer that’s a couple of years old, don’t cry foul; there’s plenty of life
left in it and miles of fun, safe riding ahead of you.

SENA 50R AND 50S BLUETOOTH
HEADSET PREVIEW
Sena shows off its new top-spec Bluetooth-enabled motorcycle communication headset.
By: Adam Waheed
Sena Technologies has unveiled its new top-of-the-line wireless
and Bluetooth-enabled motorcycle headset in the 50S and 50R.
Smaller than a deck of cards, the device attaches to a motorcycle
helmet and facilitates communication with the rider’s smartphone
and/or other riders who wear Sena headsets. For 2020, the 50S and
50R offer improved form factor, wireless connectivity, charging,
and, perhaps most importantly, the speaker setup for a superior
riding experience.

+Mesh users can upgrade their devices free of charge with the Mesh
2.0 Firmware Update.
The charging system has been redesigned and the mini-USB-style
charging input has been jettisoned for a more modern USB-C
design. Sena claims a 30-percent improvement in charge time with
it reaching full charge in one hour. The 50R has a rated Bluetooth
talk time of 13 hours and eight hours of Mesh intercom use. The S
model boosts talk time by one hour across either setting.
New speakers produce 60 percent greater audio clarity and volume
with elevated bass. This will be a big improvement for riders who
routinely travel at freeway speeds. The speakers use a bevel-shape to
enhance fitment and mitigate irritation against the rider’s ears.
iOS- and Google-compatible voice commands with support
for eight languages allow users to talk to their smartphone and
manipulate the settings.

The 50R is the sleeker of the two units and uses a four-button
interface. The 50S on the other hand utilizes a multifunction dial (in
addition to two buttons) to manipulate settings. It also benefits from
a slightly larger battery. Both devices use Bluetooth 5.0 technology
(used to wirelessly pair your smartphone or GPS) and Sena’s
proprietary Mesh 2.0 communication software. Mesh 2.0 enables
more stable data transfer and communication between up to 24
riders with compatible headsets. Range is listed at 1.2 miles, claims
Sena. Additionally range can be extended to 5 miles while riding
with a group of six or more. Existing 30K, Momentum EVO, and

Updating the firmware on Sena headsets has always been a pain.
Sena has made it less of a chore by including a Wi-Fi-enabled dongle
that automatically updates the headset to the latest firmware.
Both Sena headsets are available now and are priced just over
13 percent more than the 30K headset, which will continue to be
offered in Sena’s lineup.
Check on www.Sena.com for your Local Dealer Locator
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SPORTS

NASCAR

MONSTER ENERGY CUP SERIES

DATE

RACE

CITY /TRACK

START TIME *

WINNER

Feb. 16

Daytona 500

Daytona International Speedway

3:00 PM

#11 Denny Hamlin

Feb. 23

Penzoil 400

Las Vegas Motor Speedway

2:30 PM

#22 Joey Logano

Mar. 1

Auto Club 400

Auto Club Speedway

2:30 PM

#88 Alex Bowman

Mar. 8

FanShield 500

ISM Raceway

2:00 PM

#22 Joey Logano

May 17

The Real Heroes 400

Darlington Raceway

2:30 PM

#4 Kevin Harvick

May 20

Toyota 500

Darlington Raceway

7:00 PM

#11 Denny Hamlin

May 24

Coca-Cola 600
Alsco Uniforms 500

Charlotte Motor Speedway

9:00 PM

#2Brad Keselowski

7:00 PM

#9 Chase Elliot

2:00 PM

TBD

2:00 PM

TBD

6:00 PM

TBD

May 28
May 31
June 7

Charlotte Motor Speedway

Food City presents the Supermarket Heroes 500 Bristol Motor Speedway
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500
Atlanta Motor Speedway
Blue-Emu Maximum Pain Relief 500

Martinsville Raceway

Dixie Vodka 400

Homestead-Miami Speedway

June 21
June 27
June 28

GEICO 500

Talladega Superspeedway

Pocono Organics 325

Pocono Speedway

Pocono 350

Pocono Speedway

July 5

Big Machine Vodka 400

Indianapolis Motor Speedway

July 11

Quaker State 400 Presented by Walmart

Kentucky Speedway

July 19

Foxwoods Resort Casino 301

New Hampshire Motor Speedway

Aug 9

Consumers Energy 400

Michigan International Speedway

Aug 16

Go Bowling at the Glen

Watkins Glen International

Aug 23

Drydene 400

Dover International Speedway

Aug 29

Coke Zero Sugar 400

Daytona International Speedway

June 10
June 14

2:30 PM

TBD

2:00 PM

TBD

2:00 PM

TBD

2:30 PM

TBD

3:30 PM

TBD

2:30 PM

TBD

6:30 PM

TBD

2:00 PM

TBD

2:00 PM

TBD

2:00 PM

TBD

2:00 PM

TBD

6:30 PM

* All times Central

CORNER BRAKING
Don’t crash your machine just because you aren’t familiar with these corner-braking maneuvers.
By: Ken Condon
Braking while leaned over in a corner is
usually something you want to avoid. That’s
because there is a limited amount of available
traction that needs to be shared between
cornering and braking forces. This means you
might not have enough traction to brake and
to corner at the same time. It doesn’t mean
you can’t or shouldn’t brake in corners; you
just have to do it with care.
Just how much traction you have to work with depends on several factors,
including your speed, lean angle, tire condition, and the quality of the
pavement. In other words, you won’t be able to brake aggressively if you’re
cornering hard or if the surface is dodgy.
One common scenario where corner braking might be necessary is
when you round a blind corner and spot debris in the road. You quickly
determine that it’s not possible to maneuver around the hazard, so you
decide to slow down, reduce lean angle,and ride over it. You apply the
brakes deftly and maintain control by managing available traction. With
speed and lean angle reduced, you safely ride over the debris.
At some point you’ll encounter an emergency that requires you to come
to an immediate stop while in a curve. If you panic and abruptly grab the
brakes, you’ll likely lock the brake(s) and fall.
But panic can be avoided if you have practiced your corner-braking
options. The first option for stopping quickly in a curve is to brake
moderately at first and gradually increase brake force as lean angle is
reduced. You can apply the brakes fully once the bike is nearly upright.
This option is used when you have a reasonable amount of time and space
to stop.
If the situation is urgent, you’ll need to use option two. To get the
motorcycle stopped ASAP, immediately reduce lean angle (by pushing
on the upper handlebar) to make traction available so you can apply the

brakes hard. The problem with this option is that straightening the bike
will cause you to shoot to the outside of your lane. This is especially bad if
the road is narrow or if your tires are already near the centerline or edge of
the road. In this case, you’ll have to either use option one or straighten the
bike as much as practical and then apply the brakes as much as the tires
will tolerate.
The same techniques can be used if you enter a turn too fast. Many times,
it’s best simply to concentrate and lean more to match your corner speed.
If you simply can’t muster the courage to lean more, are already dragging
hard parts, or are sure you can’t make the turn even with increased lean
angle, then you’re probably better off trying to scrub off some speed with
the brakes.
If your speed is only a little too fast, you might be able to get away with
smoothly decelerating and applying light brake pressure. If your entry
speed is way too fast and you’re dragging all sorts of hard parts, your best
bet is to quickly straighten the motorcycle enough so you can brake. Once
speed is reduced, lean the bike in and complete the corner. Hopefully you
have enough room to stay in your lane.
If this sounds complex, that’s because it is. Even if your timing and
execution is perfect, there is no guarantee you won’t crash or go off the
road. Extreme lean angles, sketchy pavement, and marginal tires all play
a role in whether you have enough traction to introduce even the slightest
amount of brake power. The real solution is to avoid this situation in the
first place by choosing conservative corner entry speeds. Remember that
there is no safety penalty if you enter a
turn slowly. But there sure is if you enter too fast!
Don’t be like so many others who crash their machines because they aren’t
familiar with these corner-braking maneuvers. A little effort practicing in a
parking lot or at a track day will reap big benefits. Do it!
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LINCOLN’S
THOUGHTS
Are Nascar Drivers Athletes?
Let’s take a look at what it takes to be a NASCAR
driver. They maneuver a 3,600 LB car around
curves, debris, and other drivers while withstanding
tremendous G Force from banking turns at 160-180
MPH. There is lack of oxygen in the cockpit mixed with
carbon monoxide fumes which cause confusion and
disorientation. Total concentration is required for 3 to
4 hours going break neck speeds of 180-200 MPH and
breaks aren’t even guaranteed because the only break is
during a caution. Every move could be a fatal move, “In
the blink of an eye”, you could be flipping in your car as
it spins up into a ball of fire.
In Football, a player runs for 15 seconds and rests for
30 to 40 seconds, and they only play half the game. In
Basketball there are timeouts and can sit on the bench
to take a break. In Baseball, more of the same. Golf, let’s
not even go there. Bowling.....Oh my Gosh! Hey, let’s
not forget Corn Holing! Who the heck started that?!
Whatever happened to a good old-fashioned game of
Horseshoes? I have seen some serious injuries from a
rouge horseshoe. What’s the worse that could happen
in Corn Holing, you get hit by a bean bag or maybe get a
splinter picking up your little “sack”?
Four straight hours of constant arm, leg, and torso
movement in 100 degree plus car the heart can average
144 beats per minute and spike at 180. Dehydration
and heat exhaustion are so common that many need
to be put on IV fluids immediately after a race. Racers
have been known to lose 10-13 pounds during the race.
G-Force makes your body feel a lot heavier and allows
less blood flow to your brain and impairs vision. It could
be compared to riding a rollercoaster for 3-4 hours
while constantly performing movements that require
exceptional dexterity and coordination, and of course
no breaks unless a caution happens, all the while 39
other cars are trying to pass, bump, and run you off the
road.
The sport science lab, stated that “NASCAR drivers are
some of the best Athletes on the planet, with reaction
times, endurance, strength, and concentration that
rival the best in any sport”. Even the pit crews have a
grueling workout schedule to be able to perform crucial
13 second pit stops.

Here is a list of just a few NASCAR drivers
and their workouts......
Jimmie Johnson - Motorcross races, Triathlons,
Marathons, Long distance cycling, and has even done
1/2 marathons the morning before a race.
Jamie McMurray - Participated in the “Assault on
Mt Mitchell” which is a group cycling ride that covers
103 miles and over 11,000 feet of climbing. He finished
22nd out of 532 riders. His average heart rate was 148
beats per minute for almost 6 hours.
Michael Waltrip - Ran Marathons.

Mark Martin - Avid Weightlifter.
Dick Trickle - While a great athlete, liked to smoke
and drink coffee in his car.
Dale Earnhardt Jr - Works out with Medicine Balls,
Bench Press, and Free Weights.
Carl Edwards - Recently retired, MMA (Mixed
Martial Arts).
Austin Dillon - Likes to participate in Push Up
Challenges.
Chase Elliot - Mountain Biking and Extreme
Watersports.
Danica Patrick - Intense Cardio Workouts and
Weightlifting.
Matt Kenseth - Long Distance Cycling.
Ty Dillon - Intense Gym Workouts.
Kasey Kahne - Mountain Biking, Gym Workouts.
Landon Cassill - Running, Weightlifting.
Cory LaJoie - Boxing, Gym Workouts, Ninja Warrior
Workouts.
Denny Hamlin - Even with a hurt back he still lifts
weights to increase strength.
Daniel Suarez - Lifting and working out in the heat to
get used to 100 degree plus conditions in his car.
Kyle Busch - Grueling gym workouts everyday.
Matt DiBenedetto - Avid Weightlifter.
Clint Bower - Runs his 650 acre farm from sunrise to
sunset.
Ryan Newman - He runs his 208 acre farm / ranch
with Black Angus Cows and Buffalo,and grows his own
crops including Hay, and loves to split wood.
So next time you hear somebody say that NASCAR
drivers aren’t athletes, just show them this article and
say.....
“No, Maybe They Are Just a Little Bit More...”
By: Lincoln
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THE
“GOOD PATRIOT”
The Important Difference Between FREEDOM and LIBERTY
We have the Statue of Liberty but why not the
Statue of Freedom?
We have the Liberty Bell and not the Freedom Bell
and the Constitution states that we are endowed with
the unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.
So why not the word “freedom” instead of
“liberty?”
Those two words are used interchangably today and
basically mean the same thing, right?
The Founding Fathers fought to establish a
Constitutional Republic instead of a Democracy just as
many times over they chose to use the word “Liberty,”
over “Freedom.”

This is also why the Founding Fathers chose to have
a Constitutional Republic. A Republic is a form of
government where authority is with the elected officials
chosen by the people.
What makes the Unites States different is that with
our Republic, the ultimate authority does not end with
the elected officials but with the Constitution. It is a
government not run by men but by laws, and those
laws were written to specifically protect our individual
liberties. They can’t be taken away by majority vote or
oppressive government.
In a Democracy, individual rights are granted by the
government, made up of officials and are subject to
interpretation by vote of the majority. Meaning, that
liberties can be lawfully taken away by whatever the
majority decides.

This is because of one very important difference - the
source of power. I believe that it’s very important for us
to grasp this small but highly important detail so we can
In the words of Benjamin Franklin:
better understand what our government is supposed
“ Democracy is two wolves and a lamb voting on what to
to look like instead of what is actually being played out
have for lunch. Liberty is a well- armed lamb contesting
today.
the vote.”
“Freedom” is defined as having the right to do
As you can see, the authors of the Constitution knew
something, the state of not being imprisoned or
what they were doing and knew the small but key
enslaved, the right to act, speak, or think as one wants
differences in the words, laws and systems that they
without hindrance or restraint.
put into place. Our liberty was paramount and they lost
their lives and fortunes to make sure we would have it
But it has one small leak in it’s big glorious boat - it
recognized and protected.
can also be defined as having it’s authority and power
granted by someone - having freedom also can insinuate
I love the word freedom.
that you have the permission to do something.
Heck, in the movie Braveheart, William Wallace
famously made his last declaration using the word.
This means that the source of freedom’s power can
sometimes come from someone else. Now that may not While it definitely still has a place in any Patriot’s
seem like that big of a deal but if that someone else can vocabulary, when we demand something of our
government and stand up to tyranny, it’s liberty that
give you freedom then they also have the ability to take
we are fighting for, it’s liberty that we were endowed
it away.
with by our Creator and it’s liberty that they can never
rightfully take away.
Now “liberty” is different and this is why the word
graces the writings of our founding documents and
- Good Patriot
national monuments.
Liberty comes standard.
You’re born with it and it’s given to you, along with life,
by your Creator or if you choose, Natural Law. It is not
granted by any man or government or system.
The Founders went to great lengths to ensure that our
individual liberties were protected through the Bill of
Rights and Constitution, knowing that governments
run by corrupted men (and women) should be held at
bay from infringing on these inherent gifts. Inherent,
meaning that they are permanent and essential. Some
examples of these liberties are the right to bears arms,
the right of free speech, the free practice of religion and
freedom to assemble. All rights that are being attacked
right now.

(some information in this article was taken from The
Founder’s Bible and historian David Barton)

Website: www.GoodPatriot.com
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BREAKING DOWN THE LYRICS
AND THE STORIES THAT
ACCOMPANY THEM
Developed & Compiled By: Lincoln & Rick Rose

Smoke on the Water

Deep Purple
We all came out to Montreux
On the Lake Geneva shoreline
To make records with a mobile
We didn’t have much time
Frank Zappa and the Mothers
Were at the best place around
But some stupid with a flare gun
Burned the place to the ground
Smoke on the water, fire in the sky
Smoke on the water
They burned down the gambling
house It died with an awful sound
Funky Claude was running in and
out
Pulling kids out the ground
When it all was over

We had to find another place
But Swiss time was running out
It seemed that we would lose the race
Smoke on the water, fire in the sky
Smoke on the water
We ended up at the Grand Hotel
It was empty cold and bare
But with the Rolling truck Stones
thing just outside
Making our music there
With a few red lights and few old
beds
We make a place to sweat
No matter what we get out of this
I know we’ll never forget
Smoke on the water, fire in the sky
Smoke on the water

Source: LyricFind
Songwriters: Ritchie Blackmore / Ian Gillan / Roger D Glover / Jon Lord / Ian Paice
Smoke on the Water lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing

How Deep Purple’s ‘Smoke on the Water’
Came to Be
Every rock fan knows Deep Purple’s “Smoke on the Water.” For one thing,
it has one of the most memorable signature opening riffs—four notes, in G
minor, played on a Fender Stratocaster by Ritchie Blackmore that any band
has ever devised. You can’t not break into an embarrassingly manic air guitar
pose as soon as you hear it!
But it’s the backstory that makes “Smoke on the Water” even more intriguing.
Presumably, most who heard it around the time it was released, first on Deep
Purple’s 1972 Machine Head album and then as a single, which reached #4 in
Billboard the following year, were familiar with the true tale it told; it was big
news at the time. But younger listeners, who may have gravitated toward the
tune while learning to play guitar, or just heard it on classic rock radio, might
not have a clue what Ian Gillan was singing about.

Here’s the story behind “Smoke on the Water.” In early December 1971, Deep
Purple was in Montreux, Switzerland, planning to cut an album using a mobile
recording studio rented from the Rolling Stones (“the Rolling truck Stones
thing” of the lyrics) at an entertainment complex on the Lake Geneva shoreline
that included the Montreux Casino and a theater. Frank Zappa and the
Mothers of Invention were booked to play that theater and the idea was that,
after they vacated the premises, which were about to close down for the winter
after their gig, Deep Purple would make their recording.
It didn’t work out that way. During the Zappa concert, as keyboardist Don
Preston began a synthesizer solo, “some stupid with a flare gun burned
the place to the ground.” The fire spread rapidly, taking out the casino, the
band’s equipment and anything else it could claim. Fortunately there were no
deaths and only relatively minor injuries, thanks in part to the song’s “funky
Claude” — Montreux Jazz Festival impresario Claude Nobs, who directed some
concertgoers trapped by the flames out of the complex.
The ruins of the Montreux casino
complex in 1971. The fire was
the inspiration for Deep Purple’s
“Smoke on the Water

Howard Kaylan, formerly the lead singer of the Turtles, was a member of the
Mothers at the time. In his memoir, Shell Shocked, he recalled the incident:
“Our show was at 2:30 in the afternoon, which was already a bit unusual.
We were appropriately casual and had a really good set. It was during one of
our final encores, ‘King Kong,’ [that] ‘Some hippie with a flare gun burned the
place to the ground.’ He really did. A joker in the back of the crowd wanted to
show his appreciation for the show with a bang and a flare sent straight up and
into the bamboo ceiling, which ignited like tinder…The audience panicked.
Zappa did the responsible thing and quietly advised the crowd to remain calm.
Then he threw his guitar on the ground and ran to get the hell out of there. The
kids were now throwing our amplifiers out of the windows behind the stage
in order to jump the two stories to the ground below. There were pushing and
shoving bodies everywhere and, as you can imagine, a great many injuries. We
escaped by running through the kitchen and then, down the side stairway in
just the nick of time. The entire building burned to ashes. Fortunately, nobody
died. We were taken, by bus, back to our hotel across the lake, and stood there,
looking out of the scenic lobby at the Alpine view of a column of flame and
smoke reaching to the sky. The whole band was there together. We sipped
brandy and watched our equipment vaporize.”
Deep Purple’s plan to record at the site was, naturally, scuttled. The band
scrambled to relocate and first attempted to record at a local theater (where
they laid down a basic track for the song that would become “Smoke on the
Water”), before moving on to the Montreux Grand Hotel, where they finished
most of the album that would become Machine Head, their first top 10 album.
It was at the hotel that the vocal for “Smoke on the Water”, its title provided
by bassist Roger Glover, the lyrics by Gillan and, of course, the guitar parts

byBlackmore (keyboardist Jon Lord and drummer Ian Paice
rounded out the band), was finished up.

The song was released on May 21, 1973, debuting on the
Record World singles chart at #93 on May 26. It became, along
with 1968’s “Hush,” Deep Purple’s biggest U.S. hit at #4 (on
Billboard‘s Hot 100, though it reached #2 on Record
World on Aug. 4).
Today, it’s considered one of rock’s all-time greatest songs,
and that guitar riff nearly always places close to the top when
such lists are tabulated. In Montreux, Switzerland, a sculpture
commemorating the incident and the song it bred stands proudly,
and inside of the casino that currently thrives in Montreux, the
four notes instantly recognizable as the lead-in to “Smoke on the
Water” are displayed on a balcony.
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Dallas - Fort Worth
Business and Events
2616 E. Belknap St.
Fort Worth Tx.
Phone: 817-831-3835
E-mail: fuel2dot0@gmail.com
Tuesday - Texas hold ‘em

Wednesday - Open Mic starts at 8pm with drink specials
Thursday - Bike Night $2 Lone Star, $2 PBR, $3 Fireball
Friday - Karaoke starts at 8pm
Daily drink and food specials, poker nights, weekly events and
always a good time!

Best Burgers in East Fort Worth!

Defiant Arms
Firearms Sales and Manufacturing
4500 Mercantile Plaza Dr
Suite 300
Fort Worth,Tx 76137
We want to be your first choice in Fort Worth for all your firearms
transfers and purchases. Build your firearms wish list and let us make
it reality! From the newest and greatest to the hard to find collectibles,
we strive to get you the best deal available! We want to work with you
to ensure that you find exactly what you have in mind.

Hours
Mon - Fri: 4 pm - 7 pm • Sat: By Appointment • Sun: By Appointment
Available by appointment at almost any time!

defiant-arms.com • defiantarms@charter.net
817-361-4328

Check us out on Facebook for daily happenings,
search “Friends of Fuel 2.0 Bar & Grill

$122.00
Month

BRING THIS AD / COUPON IN, GOOD FOR
“2ND BEER OR COCKTAIL FREE”
Fort Worth Weekly
Critic’s Choice
“Best of 2017 - 2019”

Your Ad Goes Here

Email us at, RiderandMusicNews@gmail.com

or Call Today 210-216-9953

2020 STURGIS MOTORCYCLE
RALLY EXPECTED TO
PROCEED AS USUAL
Sources: Rapid City Journal, KOTA TV, Sturgis Motorcycle Rally
The world’s biggest biker party is still on.

the event as they always have. He’s not ignoring the threat, however. Cole
and his team are staying up to date with regards to the virus and are in
contact with the state health authority and the governor’s office.

For ten days every August, the sleepy little town of Sturgis, South Dakota,
roars to life with the rumble of exhaust as the entire region is inundated
with hundreds-of-thousands of leather-clad bikers. Could the current
coronavirus outbreak put a damper on the party?
“We’re hoping that things will get under control, and we will go from
there. If things change, we will let people know,” Says Cole.

Director of the rally and events, Jerry Cole, expects that this year’s rally
will proceed as usual. Cole says that while things are still uncertain, the
rally is still almost five months out and he’s optimistic that things will get
better before then. With that in mind, he and his staff are still planning for

Continued on Page 15
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6000 River Rd
New Braunfels, Texas

Hours 1:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Gregory Enterprises

Serving San Antonio, New Braunfels & Hill Country areas since 1974
Put the Highest Profit Machines in your business with the Best Service

Bubba’s Big Bike Night - 1st & 3rd Friday’s

It’s the Same Old School Bar in a New
Better and Badder Location, Come on out
for a Ride along the River.
Ice Cold Beverages and a Great River View.
Live Music and Lot’s of Old and New Friends.

We have
internet, CD
or even
classic 45 rpm
jukeboxes

Email: satxneside@yahoo.com | Phone: 210 6515035

Paws of LOVE
In Home Specialty Pet Care

Text or Call Miriah: 512-487-9833
Email: m_petsitting@yahoo.com
Website: mpetsitting.wixsite.com/pawsoflove

Your Pets Deserve The Best Care

Stop in to check our Live Music Schedule
A Locals Favorite Watering Hole
Biker Owned and Operated

18424 2nd St • San Antonio Tx • 210-651-5812

A Roadside Attraction on FM 473
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PATRIOTIC TEXAN QUIZ
BY LINCOLN
1. What year did Texas allow the U. S. to join us?

14. Who was the lead Author of the Declaration of Independence?

2. What year did Texas get it’s Independence from Mexico?

15. Which 2 signers of the Declaration of Independence later served as
President?

3. Texas was the __________ state to join the Union?

16. What Bird did Benjamin Franklin propose to be the National Bird?

4. Texas is the __________ Biggest state?

17. The music of the National Anthem was originally the music to what?

5. Texas has the highest speed limit of _________MPH along a stretch
of road between Austin and San Antonio?

18. What President was born on the 4th of July?

6. What do the U. S. Flags stripes represent?

19. Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?

7. What were the original 13 colonies?

20. How tall is the Statue of Liberty?

8. Where was the U. S. flag placed in 1963?

21. What do the seven spikes radiating from the Statue of Liberty’s Crown
stand for?

9. Where was the U. S. flag placed in 1969?

22. What Color was the Statue of Liberty when she first arrived here?

10. Who placed the flag on the Moon?

23. Who did Frederick Bartholdi (the French sculptor that designed
Liberty) model his Statue of Liberty after?

11. What three presidents died on July 4th?
12. Who was the Only man to Actually sign the Declaration of
Independence on July 4th 1776?

24. Who built the metal framework of the Statue of Liberty?

13. Who was the Oldest man to sign the Declaration of Independence?

Answers on Page 23

SHADE TREE SALOON & GRILL
Always Biker and Music Fan Friendly

Join us Wednesday nights from 7-9pm for our songwriter’s
circle with hit Nashville songwriter David Lee

Full Liquor Bar
Band Schedule for June-July
JUNE

JULY

6/5 Aaron Navarro
6/7 Slim Bawb and the Fabulous Stumpgrinders
6/9 Chad Boyd
6/14 American Gypsy Band
6/16 Craig Marshall
6/19 Ruben V
6/21 Kim and Her Bad Habits
6/23 Tyler Gummersall
6/26 Justin Murray and Jawbone Soup
6/28 Madam Radar
6/30 Lefty Micheal Shane

7/3 Bear Grammar
7/4 Screamin Country
7/5 Loyd Bonham
7/7 Chad Boyd
7/10 One Step Forward
7/12 American Gypsy Band
7/14 Colleen Miller
7/17 Rex Allen McNiel
7/19 Bo Porter
7/21 Gene Reeves
7/24 Michael Ingalls Band
7/25 Prototype
7/26 Madam Radar
7/28 Lefty Micheal Shane

Please Contact Us To Host Your Rally or Fundraiser, We Have 3 Acres to Accommodate All Events

13430 US Highway 281 N • Spring Branch, Texas • 830-885-5550
info@shadetreesaloon.com • www.ShadeTreeSaloon.com
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On the Guadalupe River
New Braunfels, TX

We’re a complete river outfitter as well as a year round
campground with Tent sites, RV sites with water &
electric and small rustic cabins.

Turning Dreams into Reality
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The grill will open on the weekends
through the summer. We serve a
variety of items for breakfast, lunch,
and dinner. Just out for the day,
Stop in for an Adult Beverage

Harley Davidson Interval Services
Engine Performance Modifications
Full Customization
Insurance Claims
Parts & Accessories
Drag Specialty, Tucker Rocky,
Kuryakyn Dealer and more…
Tires & Wheels
Custom Exhaust
LED Lighting
Towing & Emergency Service
Authorized Harley Davidson
Extended Warranty Work

• Tube and Raft Rental • Fishing
• Live band or DJ on Saturday nights in the summer
“There is always something to do or see at Mountain Breeze!
We have a sand Volleyball court, Horseshoes, and plenty of
room on the river bank for fun!”

All Services Performed By Certified Technicians

Like us and check out our reviews on Facebook

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00AM-6:00PM Saturday 9:00AM - 3:00PM

10610 Gulfdale St. • San Antonio, TX 78216
210-437-3614

Bring this ad in for Special Discount on
Camping or other Services
To make your reservations today give us a call!
830-964-2484
OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday 10am-5pm

Lone Star Float House
on the Guadalupe River, TX
7430 River Rd, New Braunfels, TX 78132

(830) 907-3866
Hours: Mon - Thur: 10am - 8pm • Fri: 10am - 9pm • Sat - Sun: 8am - 9pm

• Beer & Wine
• Food
Enjoy the best burger / cheeseburger on the
Guadalupe River.
Try our Texas Fries.

• Tubing

Experience THE CHUTE! Our natural made fast
flowing 200 yard blast down the Guadalupe River.

Lone Star Beer Always $1.00
All Day - Everyday

Texas Rider and Music News
Continued from Page 10

“We’re 100 percent on planning the rally,” said Sturgis mayor Mark
Carstensen at a news briefing at Sturgis’ City Hall on March 25th. He went
on to say that with the rally five months away, he hopes that the virus will
have run much of its course by then.
That’s good news, considering that this year is the 80th Sturgis Rally so it
promises to be bigger than usual as banner years usually are. People travel
from all over the world to participate in the wild party that is Sturgis.
The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally was founded by the Jackpine Gypsies
motorcycle club in 1938, and has been held every year except for when it
was put on hiatus for a couple of years during World War Two. While for
years, it was exclusive to American made bikes like Harleys and Indians,
these days, all bikes are welcome.

The legendary Buffalo Chip has
already booked big name acts like
WIllie Nelson, ZZ Top, Shinedown,
Puddle of Mudd, and the very last
show for classic rockers Lynyrd
Skynyrd. Meanwhile, the Iron Horse
Saloon offers nightly free concerts
featuring bands such as Skillet, Fozzy,
and Killswitch Engage. While the Full
Throttle Saloon hasn’t named much
more than Jackyl, you can expect
them to have some amazing acts as
well. Considering that it’s only March,
you can count on more bands being
announced between now and August.
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ON THE
GRILL
Marinate For Flavor
By: Sue Haugh

When grilling or broiling (dry heat) less tender cuts of meats,
such as round or flank steak, chuck or shank, marinating is
important to tenderize and absorb flavor.
The marinating technique breaks down the connective tissue
and muscle fiber in less tender cuts of meat by using acids such as
wine, vinegar, lemon juice or any citrus juice. Fish, pork, game,
poultry, fruits and vegetables may also benefit from marinating.
If meat is allowed to marinate more than 24 hours, however, the
surface meat fibers break down resulting in a “mushy” texture.
Cubed meats should be tenderized no more than four hours.
The dry-heat method of cooking allows fat drippings to drain
off instead of being released into the liquid used in moist-heat
cooking.
Spices and herbs added to uncooked marinades tend to release
flavor without heat. Marinades can be used to baste food during
cooking to prevent dryness. If the leftover uncooked marinade is
to be used as a sauce, always bring to a boil before serving.
Never use metal containers to marinate foods. It can add an
odd flavor to meat. Also, use a just large enough to contain food
with marinade covering for better absorption and be sure to turn
food several times. Cover container and refrigerate to prevent
bacterial growth. I like to use zip-type closure storage bags for
easy cleanup.

MARINADE OF THE ORIENT BBQ RIBS
1 rack pork spareribs (about 3 lbs.)
Marinade:
1/2 cup dry sherry
1/2 cup teriyaki sauce
1/4 cup fresh orange juice
2 tsp. sesame oil
2 tbsp. fresh ginger, finely minced
2 tbsp. fresh cilantro, chopped
1 tbsp. finely minced garlic
1 tbsp. finely grated orange zest
Black pepper to taste
Combine marinade ingredients.
Place spareribs in a shallow dish and cover with marinade
for at least 6 hours (or overnight)in the refrigerator, turning
occasionally.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Bake spareribs in marinade in
oven for 40 minutes, basting frequently. Meanwhile, prepare
coals for grilling.
Remove ribs from the oven and place on the grill 4 inches
over hot coals. Grill 15 to 20 minutes,turning and basting,
until ribs are cooked through. Serve hot.

Marinades are powerful, so take care not to use overly seasoned
ones or you can kill the food’s own flavor.
Just before cooking, be sure to drain and dry meat with paper
towels to remove excess marinade.
While there are many very good ready-made marinades available
on your supemarket shelves, It is fun to make your own.

SPECIAL MARINADE FOR BEEF
1/2 cup dry red wine
1/4 cup soy sauce
3 tbsp. Canola oil
2 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 garlic cloves, minced
Juice of 1 lemon
1/2 tsp. celery seed
1/2 tsp. black pepper
2 lbs. flank, round or sirloin steak, cut 1” thick (fat
trimmed) Mix together all ingredients except steak. Pour
over steak and marinate 4 to 12 hours in refrigerator
Remove steak, place over hot coals and grill 8-10 minutes
per side. Remove from grill, allow to rest 5 minutes; slice
meat on a diagonal across grain and serve.

PICNIC MARINATED BEAN AND CELERY SALAD
2 cans red kidney beans, drained and rinsed
in cold water
2 cups sliced celery
1 bunch green onions, finely chopped
1 green pepper, chopped
1 cup chopped sweet pickle
2 hard cooked eggs for garnish
MARINADE:
1/2 cup olive oil
1 tsp. garlic juice
2 tsp. dill seed
1/2 tsp. ground cardamom
1 tsp. salt
1/2 cup red wine vinegar
6 drops Tabasco
1 tsp. crushed tarragon
1 tsp. curry powder
Combine beans, celery, onions, green pepper and pickles
in large bowl. Mix together the marinade ingredients and
pour over bean mixture. Refrigerate overnight. Serve cold
garnished with hard cooked egg wedges.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Hard work is the yeast that raises the
dough.
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FIREARMS REVIEW
BROUGHT TO YOU BY: DEFIANT ARMS, FORT WORTH
DEFIANT-ARMS.COM
817-361-4328
DEFIANTARMS@CHARTER.NET

Remington 1911 Ultralight Executive R1
By Richard Mann

For the past 10 years, Remington has offered a variety of 1911
pistols (such as the R1 Enhanced, R1 Centennial, R1 Carry and
R1 Commander). The company even offers an R1 Limited Single
Stack model for competition and a long-slide version of the R1
chambered in 10mm for hunting. The R1 UltraLight Executive is
the best 1911 that Remington offers for concealed carry, and it just
might be the best R1 1911 it’s ever turned out.
Ultralight Frame

The Remington UltraLight Executive R1 isn’t only sized right
for concealed carry, but just might be the best 1911 the company
has turned out. How The Ultralight Executive R1 Measure Up
For Concealed Carry: Its aluminum frame reduces weight by 4
ounces (12 percent) than other R1 Commander models. A shorter
3.5 barrel makes the pistol easier to keep under wraps. The pistol
is fitted with a proprietary set of 3-dot tritium sights from XS
Sights. The thumb safety is sized perfectly for fast activation
on the upsweep and deactivation on the down. Trigger pull
measures in at a crisp and consistent 3 pounds. Does the world
really need another 1911? After all, the 1911 is the most prolific
handgun design of all time. It’s the most customizable, and it’s
manufactured by more companies and in more configurations
than any other pistol. So, the answer to that question is probably,
“No” … unless, of course, it’s a really, really good 1911.
Somehow, the Remington R1 UltraLight Executive eased
into production without my knowledge; I only discovered its
existence while visiting my friend, Carlos Martinez, at Remington
headquarters in July 2019. As with the plethora of hillbillies
making moonshine during prohibition, sometimes, you have to
“know a guy” to find the good stuff.
Remington began the modern manufacture of 1911 handguns
about a decade ago with the introduction of the R1. The R1 was
what most would call a basic 1911, without a lot of the features
such as extended safeties, night sights and checkering that
are found on contemporary 1911s generally manufactured for
the self-defense market. It was very similar to the first 1911s
Remington assembled a century ago. Near the end of World War
I, Remington built 1911s for the military, and today, they’re highly
sought after by collectors.

The UltraLight Executive is built on an anodized Commandersized aluminum frame. The aluminum frame reduces weight by
4 ounces (12 percent). This might not seem like much, but when
you carry a pistol all day, that’s substantial. The front strap of the
frame has been checkered at 20 lines per inch. But the neatest
features are the bobbed grip and smooth mainspring housing
Remington’s UltraLight
Executive comes out of the
box with an attractive set of
gray/black VZ G-10 grips.

A checkered mainspring housing on a 1911 is a foolish thing: If
you shoot much at all, it will eat away at your hand. Remington
was smart to use a smooth mainspring housing, and it was a
genius decision to radius the bottom rear of the grip to not only
enhance the feel of the pistol in the hand but also help keep it
from snagging on clothing while carried concealed.
Sized-Right Barrel
Although this pistol is built on a Commander-sized frame,
it’s not a Commander-sized pistol. A 1911 Commander—as the
term was coined by Colt in 1950—has a 4.25-inch barrel. The
Remington R1 UltraLight Executive has a 3.5-inch barrel. This
barrel length is most commonly associated with an Officer’s
model (another designation created by Colt in 1985). Officer
model 1911s—1911s with 3.5-inch barrels—are typically built
with a shortened grip frame. This makes them easier to conceal;
however, it also makes them harder to hold onto, especially with
full-power .45 ACP loads. Another trait that’s common with
3.5-inch-barreled 1911s is poor reliability. Quite often, they’re
about as reliable as a politician.
The upswept grip safety
enhances the feel of the
UltraLight Executive, and the
memory pad at the bottom
of the safety helps ensure
deactivation when gripped

The R1 UltraLight Executive easily field-strips by hand into seven pieces plus a
magazine.
Continued on Page 18
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R1 Slide

Remington Ultralight Executive R1 At The Range

But there’s more goodness to this pistol than just its size. The
steel slide has a rugged and element-resistant PVD coating. It
also has six deep, grasping grooves at the rear and none of those
silly grasping grooves at the front (fingers do not belong near the
muzzle of a pistol). All the sharp edges have been knocked off, and
the front of the slide is drastically radiused to allow for smooth
holstering. The Remington logo is proudly cut into the left side of
the slide, and the “R1” and “EXECUTIVE” are tastefully engraved
onto the right.
The XS high-profile rear sight
with a wide U-notch allows for
quick sight acquisition and is
ledged enough to allow for onehanded slide operation.

After about 50 rounds—just to get used to the pistol—I
chronographed five different loads with bullets ranging in weight
from 135 to 230 grains. After that exercise, I fired five five-shot
groups from the off-hand standing position at 10 yards with each
of the five loads I’d chronographed. The average group size for
all 25 groups fired was 1.76 inches. I wouldn’t expect to win a
bullseye match with this 1911, but it shoots very well, considering
its barrel length and sight radius. If you miss at defensive
handgun ranges with this pistol, you should probably schedule
your immediate attendance at the 250 Pistol Course at Gunsite
Academy.

Most importantly, the
slide is fitted with a
proprietary set of 3-dot
tritium sights from XS
Sights. The rear sight
is tall and ledged to
help with one-handed
operation on a belt or boot
heel, and it has a wide U-notch to mate with a substantial whitedot surrounding a tritium vial on the front sight. These sights are
bold and fast on target.
Field-Stripping The Executive
Another feature that sets the UltraLight Executive apart is how
it is field-stripped. Many 3.5-inch 1911s are as hard as Chinese
arithmetic to take apart. Not the UltraLight Executive: You simply
remove the slide stop as normal, as well as the slide slips of the
frame. The recoil spring and full-length guide rod are captured
in the slide with the barrel, but they can easily be removed with
finger pressure. Then, the recoil spring plug is removed from the
rear of the slide—as opposed to the front (this pistol does not have
a barrel bushing). Once the plug is removed, the barrel simply
slips out the front of the slide.
Additional Desirables
Some additional features worth noting are the extended thumb
safety, which is sized perfectly for fast activation on the
upsweep and deactivation on the down. The pistol also has
a compact, upswept grip safety that’s very comfortable, with
a raised bump at the bottom to ensure positive grip safety
deactivation. The trigger is of medium length, serrated on the
front and ventilated with three holes. Pull weight averages a
consistent 3 pounds.
1911 triggers come in
short, medium or long. The
medium trigger on the R1
UltraLight Executive seems
to fit the hands of many
shooters.

And finally, the pistol is fitted with standard-thickness G-10
grips that present a very contrasting and appealing, light-to-darkgray appearance. I’m not a G-10 grip aficionado, but these look
exceptionally good on this pistol. However, I removed the factory
grips on my pistol and installed a set of Crimson Trace Master
Series Laser Grips, which look very similar.

The author installed a set of Crimson Trace Master Series grips on his R1 UltraLight
Executive because they enhance the practicality of a defensive handgun.”

I also ran the pistol through my favorite practical drill—the
Forty-Five Drill—using the 230-grain Federal Syntech load. In
this drill, the object is to get five hits in a 5-inch circle at 5 yards
in fewer than five seconds while drawing from concealment.
Using a cover vest and a Galco Gunleather Avenger holster, my
average time was 3.61 seconds, with three of the 25 shots outside
the 5-inch circle. Those three shots were part of the fastest three
strings I fired; I missed once in each string. To keep all the shots
inside the 5-inch circle with the R1 UltraLight Executive, my time
on this drill had to be at about 3.75 seconds or slower. For what
it’s worth, this is about average for me when using a Commandersized 1911.
Stoppages
I had four stoppages. On one occasion, a 200-grain SWC got
ahead of the extractor while being chambered. A simple slap to
the back of the slide pushed the extractor over the cartridge
rim and fully into the chamber. On two other occasions, the
same Black Hills 200-grain SWC load got a bit wonky during
chambering and required a full cycling of the slide to clear.
The final stoppage was very likely user induced. It was with the
185-grain Golden Saber load. During a string of fire from the
bench, the slide lock engaged. I suspect this was because my
support thumb contacted the slide lock during recoil.

Deep, grasping grooves on the rear of the UltraLight Executive’s slide, combined
with an extended thumb safety, add to the ideal user interface of this handgun

Continued on Page 19
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Overall, I consider this very good performance. Out of nearly 300
rounds fired—with five different loads and bullet weights ranging
from 135 to 230 grains—there were only three gun- or ammunitionrelated stoppages. In addition, all three occurred with the same
ammunition. Interestingly, these three stoppages occurred with the
sixth round out of the same magazine. I ran another 28 rounds of
this ammo through the handgun with the other magazine that was
supplied with the pistol and experienced no issues.
I most often carry a well-used, lightweight Browning HiPower
that’s been customized by Novaks. At other times, I’m armed with
a Wilson Combat EDC-X9 or a Sig Sauer P365. The pistol I have
with me largely depends on where I’m going, what I’m doing and
what I’m wearing at the time. I also have an exquisitely customized
Nighthawk Commander that I carry when I’m in a .45 ACP kind of
mood. I expect that will change, because I like the Remington R1
UltraLight Executive better than the Nighthawk. It’s lighter, easier
to conceal and more comfortable in the hand. The rounded butt
makes a lot of difference in feel and is one of the reasons I’m so fond
of a Browning HiPower and the Wilson EDC-X9.

one I’d bet my life on … which is why it’s been on my side for several
months now.

R1 UltraLight Executive Specs
Make: Remington Arms Company
Action: Single-action; semi-automatic; 1911
Chambering: .45 ACP
Barrel: 3.5 in.
Frame: Aluminum
Finish: Anodized frame, PVD slide
Sights: XS Sights 3-dot; night sights
Trigger: 3 lbs.
Capacity: 7+1 (shipped with two 7-round magazines)
Length: 7.25 in.
Height: 5.50 in.
Weight: 29.8 oz. (unloaded, w/magazine);
27.3 oz. (unloaded, w/o magazine);
35.5 oz. (loaded w/loaded magazine—230-grain)
MSRP: $1,250
DeFiant Arms Fort Worth Price: $1055.00

I think the UltraLight Executive is the best R1 Remington has
created to date, and I consider it one of the top 1911s you can buy at
any price. You can do a lot worse for a lot more money, and you’re
cheating yourself if you don’t give one a try. This gun is a steal and

(Mention this magazine review for SPECIAL Reader Price)
DEFIANT-ARMS.COM • 817-361-4328

GREAT OUTDOORS
Barbecue Secrets
Americans have a love affair with backyard barbecues. A barbecue is an outdoor
party wherefood is prepared for a large group of people.
Historians tell us cooking whole goats and baby lambs on sticks (rotisseries) can
be traced to the Greeks and nomadic meat-eaters of the Balkan Peninsula and
Asia Minor. Actually, no one knows exactly when our ancestors discovered that
meat placed over fire became a pleasure to eat.
When the Spanish arrived on the Atlantic coast, they found the Indians cooking
meat and fish over open fire pits or on hot stones. The process was called Boucan.
The Spaniards named it Barbacoa, meaning a frame made of sticks on which meat
was set for roasting over a deep, open-fire pit. It later became “barbecue.” The
Colonials made barbecuing a part of their social life as did New York society in
the 1700’s. Politicians used it as a tool to entice their constituents during elections
and in the 1940’s GI’s returning from war were greeted with family gatherings for
a BBQ.
From its humble beginning, barbecuing has evolved into a favorite pastime and a
hobby for many resident outdoor chefs. It is a fun, relaxed and inexpensive way to
entertain.
Barbecuing has become regional. Texas and Oklahoma prefer beef grilled over
mesquite, The Deep South prefers pork, chicken reigns in Tennessee and a
favorite in the west is Cabrito (goat meat).
Men, especially, seem to find something irresistibly challenging about cooking
a meal outside, and more times than not are great at it. So why not invite in the
neighbors, get out the chef’s hat
and apron for Dad and throw some shrimp on the barbie.
SAFETY TIPS FOR BACKYARD BARBECUES

Today, with more Americans lighting their barbecue grills than ever
before, it is important to always remember that a successful barbecue
is a safe barbecue. Following is a list of safety tips from Weber Stephen
Products Co. to guide you through the grilling process from start to finish.

By: Sue Haugh

Before: * The barbecue grill should not be used within five feet of
any combustible material.
* For a gas grill that has been stored, make sure there are no
gas leaks and that nothing is obstructing the burner.
* Never line the bottom of the grill with aluminum foil.
* Starter fluid should be capped immediately and placed at a
safe distance from the grill before lighting the fire. Better
yet, use a solid starter which is safer.
* Trim fat from meats to prevent flare-ups.
* Remember food safety rules-of-thumb; always keep the
cold foods cold (34-40 degrees F)
and hot foods hot (140-165 degrees F)
During: * Never attempt to grill in an enclosed area.
* Never add liquid starter to existing hot or even warm
* Always use the proper long handled tools when grilling.
* For health reasons, always cook food items for the entire
recommended time, and never use the same utensils or
platters for raw and cooked foods.
* Never leave infants, children and pets unattended near a
hot barbecue grill.
After: * Never attempt to move a hot barbecue grill.
* Make sure the coals are out before putting the barbecue
grill away.
* Never dump hot coals where someone may step on them or
where they could start a fire.
* Never dump hot coals near or at the base of a tree - it may
kill the tree.
* Make sure to clean the barbecue area to prevent attracting
unwanted animals.
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Happiness is like jam. You can’t spread even a
little without getting some on yourself.
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2020 HONDA REBEL 500
ABS REVIEW
A review of Honda’s well-made twin-cylinder Rebel 500 cruiser.
By: Adam Waheed

Honda’s Rebel cruiser was the gateway for many into the riproaring and fun world of motorcycling. For 2020, Honda has
outfitted its budget-friendly Rebel 300 and 500 with a handful
of improvements aimed at making it a more competent steed for
new and experienced riders alike, as we’ve learned after spending
a few hundred miles riding it.

Mid-mount footpegs, with large rubber inserts, come with
an upright, albeit narrow handlebar. If you want to bring a
passenger, Honda sells an OE passenger seat and footpeg kit for
an upcharge. The clutch and brake lever lack adjustment, but
their reach is oriented toward riders with small- to medium-sized
hands (good thing). Clutch lever pull is so light, you can actuate
the clutch with a pinky.

We review Honda’s handsome and more capable 2020 Honda Rebel 500 ABS.

Make no mistake about it, the 2020 Rebel 500 ABS ($6,909.70
as tested) is the motorcycle its Bar & Shield foe should have
built years ago. Styling-wise, it is especially handsome in its Matte
Blue Jeans Metallic colorway. It’s a tasteful color
that appears modern and shows off its well-proportioned lines,
metal rear fender, and peanut-shaped 3.0-gallon fuel tank.
Full LED lighting helps the Rebel stand out in traffic and the fourelement headlamp throws off a bright beam of light for
after-hours rides. Other optional styling touches include the
accessory fork boots ($29.95), headlight cowl ($95.95), and
quilted rider custom seat ($64.95).
We’re big fans of the
Rebel 500’s aesthetic,
including its peanutshaped 3-gallon fuel tank.

If you’re a heightchallenged rider,
then you’re going to
appreciate straddling
the Rebel. With
a seat height just
over 2 feet, it’s a
motorcycle that nearly anyone can feel comfortable riding. The
seat pan is form-fitting which helps keep the rider in position
during acceleration and braking.

Height-challenged riders will appreciate the Rebel’s ultra-low seat height. Our test
bike was outfitted with a “custom” seat ($64.95) and 3.7-gallon capacity zip-able
saddlebag ($175.90 with mount), both available as OE accessories.

On the road the Rebel’s 471cc water-cooled parallel twin delivers
respectable oomph away from stoplights along with a respectable
growl out from its black swept-back muffler. It pumps out nearly
41 hp at the 16-inch Dunlop back tire and 90 percent of peak
torque from as low as 2,400 rpm. There is a degree of vibration
felt through the controls, but we wouldn’t deem it excessive.
The slick-shifting six-speed gearbox complements the engine’s
powerband well, and a slipper-action clutch prevents instability if
you downshift into too low of a gear for vehicle speed.

The Honda Rebel is an exceptionally thin motorcycle and easy to straddle. The
handlebar offers a pleasing bend but is a tad narrow for our taste.

A tasteful round-face gauge keeps tabs on bike vitals and now
includes a handy gear position indicator as well as a fuel
gauge. More experienced riders may gripe there isn’t a
tachometer, we wouldn’t deem it a deal breaker. Our testbike was
outfitted with Honda’s 12-volt Accessory Socket ($43.95) which
allows you to power a GPS or other compatible device.

The Honda Rebel 500 ABS is outfitted with full LED lighting which helps it stand
out on the road. We like the attention to detail, including the round-shaped turn
signals.

Continued on Page 21

Texas Rider and Music News

Page 21

Honda Rebel Continued from Page 20
2020 Honda Rebel 500 ABS Technical Specifications And Price

Price
Engine

The Rebel 500 is powered by Honda’s 471cc liquid-cooled parallel twin. It produces
90% of its torque peak from as low as 2,400 rpm as measured on our dyno.”

More heavy-duty suspension is a welcome upgrade with
damping that is more calculated and precise feeling than we recall
on the 2017–2019 model. This nets a more regal-feeling ride
over bumps and turns alike. Ground clearance is more limited
as compared to more sporty machines, but the Rebel has enough
cornering clearance for occasional cloverleaf strafing missions. A
pair of hydraulic disc brakes with ABS keep speed in check and
are matched well to its 414-pound curb weight.

$6,909.70 as tested
471cc, DOHC,
l iquid-cooled parallel twin; 4 valves/cyl.
Bore x Stroke
67.0 x 66.8mm
Compression Ratio
10.7:1
Fuel Delivery
PGM-FI
Clutch
Assist-slipper clutch
Transmission/Final Drive 6-speed/O-ring sealed chain
Frame
Tubular steel
Front Suspension 41mm fork, 4.8-in. travel
Rear Suspension Dual shocks, 3.8-in. travel
Front Brake
Hydraulic disc w/ ABS
Rear Brake
Hydraulic disc w/ ABS
Tires, Front/Rear Dunlop; 130/90-16 / 150/80-16
Rake/Trail
28.0°/4.3 in.
Wheelbase
58.7 in.
Seat Height
27.2 in
Fuel Capacity
3.0 gal.
Claimed Curb Weight 414 lb.
Warranty
1 year, unlimited mileage
Available
Now
Contact
powersports.honda.com/

A tasteful round face instrument panel fits the vibe, however it is a tad dim during
day rides. Conversely at night, it’s bright and easier to read. We appreciate Honda

The Rebel 500 rolls on 16-inch cast alloy wheels. Sturdy hydraulic disc brakes,
with fixed, always-on ABS do a fine job of slowing down the 414-pound Rebel.

Those seeking a well-engineered and affordable smalldisplacement cruiser won’t do better than Honda’s 2020 Rebel
500. Polished in every way, the 500 has enough power to satisfy
more experienced urban riders yet is well suited for those
looking to get into motorcycling without the worry of having to
upgrade to a bigger motorcycle after a few months of fun.

LED lighting is a big upgrade for the Rebel. We’re impressed by how bright the
headlamp is after dark. Also of note is the accessory headlight cowl ($95.95)

The Rebel uses mid-mount
foot controls with decent sized
footpegs. The riding position is a
tad cramped for riders taller than
six-foot.

The Rebel 500 uses a traditional mechanical
key located on the left side of the motorcycle.
The steering column can also be locked.

The swept back muffler delivers
a pleasing exhaust note for a
motorcycle of its size. A passenger
seat and foot controls can be
added for an upcharge.

Honda’s 2020 Rebel 500 ABS strikes a hard
bargain. Its MSRP has only increased $200
since it was fully redesigned three years ago.
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Absolute Zero Ordnance
38900 FM 1774 Magnolia, TX 77355
azocustoms.com | 346-703-0118

Houston Area
Business and Events

STORE HOURS
10 to 7 Mon - Sat • Sunday - By Appointment Only

RETAIL SHOOTING SPORTS STORE

• CUSTOM FIREARMS BUILDER, ALL PLATFORMS, ANY
CALIBER • PROFESSIONAL GUNSMITH SERVICES • FIREARMS
& DEFENSIVE TRAINING • NRA Certified TRAINERS
• VIRTUAL TRAINING FACILITY • CUSTOM LASER ENGRAVING

Veteran Owned & Operated
$67.00 Month

Your Ad Goes Here
Email us at, RiderandMusicNews@gmail.com
or Call Today 210-216-9953

LET OUR EXPERTS MANAGE YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING
PLATFORMS STARTING AT ONLY $497. PER MONTH
CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS
210-216-9953 OR RiderandMusicNews@gmail.com

2 Locations
25907 Interstate 45 | Spring, TX 77380
(281) 363-2103 | allpawn.com

Largest Selection of Firearms in
Montgomery County

811 W. Montgomery | Willis, TX 77378
(936) 890-7296 | katsguitars.com

Business Hours

Monday - Friday: 9AM - 6:30P | Saturday: 9AM - 5:30PM | Sunday: Closed
The Longest Running
Female Fronted Rock Band
in Texas Featuring
“Kat James”

Checkout our Original
Song“Waco” on
Booking Info Contact:
Kat: 281-723-4410
Mel: 832-567-6349

We are a Full Line Music Store serving The
Woodlands, Spring, Conroe, and Willis,
Texas. Stocked with hundreds of instruments,
pickups, pedals and parts ready to go.
As home of some of the best musicians in
Houston, Kat’s offers a wide range of
in-house lessons. With long time experienced
technicians that have played in the Houston
music scene for years.
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PATRIOTIC TEXAN QUIZ
BY LINCOLN

1. What year did Texas allow the U. S. to join us?
A. 1845

13. Who was the Oldest man to sign the Declaration of Independence?
A. Benjamin Franklin (70) of Pennsylvania

2. What year did Texas get it’s Independence from Mexico?
A. 1836

14. Who was the lead Author of the Declaration of Independence?
A. Thomas Jefferson

3. Texas was the __________ state to join the Union?
A. 28th

15. Which 2 signers of the Declaration of Independence later served as
President?
A. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson

4. Texas is the __________ Biggest state?
A. 2nd
5. Texas has the highest speed limit of _________MPH along a stretch
of road between Austin and San Antonio?
A. 85 mph

16. What Bird did Benjamin Franklin propose to be the National Bird?
A. The Turkey
17. The music of the National Anthem was originally the music to what?
A. An English drinking song

6. What do the U. S. Flags stripes represent?
A. The original 13 colonies

18. What President was born on the 4th of July?
A. Calvin Coolidge

7. What were the original 13 colonies?
A. Delaware, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts Bay Colony (which included
Maine), New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Maryland, South Carolina,
New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations.

19. Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?
A. Philadelphia, PA.

8. Where was the U. S. flag placed in 1963?
A. On top of Mount Everest.

21. What do the seven spikes radiating from the Statue of Liberty’s Crown
stand for?
A. The World’s 7 Seas and 7 Continents

9. Where was the U. S. flag placed in 1969?
A. On the Moon
10. Who placed the flag on the Moon?
A. Neil Armstrong
11. What three presidents died on July 4th?
A. Adams, Jefferson and Monroe
12. Who was the Only man to Actually sign the Declaration of
Independence on July 4th 1776?
A. John Hancock

20. How tall is the Statue of Liberty?
A. 151 feet from the top of the base to the top, 305 feet total height

22. What Color was the Statue of Liberty when she first arrived here?
A. The color of a shiny new penny, It took roughly 20 years for Liberty to
patina to the Greenish-Blue hue she is today
23. Who did Frederick Bartholdi (the French sculptor that designed
Liberty) model his Statue of Liberty after?
A. His Mother, Charlotte
24. Who built the metal framework of the Statue of Liberty?
A. Gustave Eiffel

Caliente Harley-Davidson® is your one
stop shop for all your riding needs!
7230 NORTHWEST LOOP 410
(CULEBRA & 410)
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78245
(210) 681-2254
WWW.CALIENTEHARLEY.COM

IF YOU’D LIKE TO RECEIVE
OUR MAGAZINE MAILED TO
YOUR HOUSE
WE ARE HAPPY TO MAIL YOU EACH
NEW EDITION THE WEEK THAT IT IS
PRINTED.
WE JUST NEED TO COVER MINIMAL
EXPENSE FOR COST OF POSTAGE,
ENVELOPE, CARD PROCESSING
FEE’S ETC.

$19.97 YEAR
SUBSCRIBE AT:
WWW.RIDERANDMUSICNEWS.COM

Tickets Available at
AZBikeWeek.com

WELCOME TO BuyYourHarley.com

“Spring is Here and Time for Your New Ride”
Checkout the Newest American Made V-Twin Motorcycle Marketplace for Dealers and Private Sellers

We appreciate you taking the time Today to visit our Technology based American Made V-Twin
Motorcycle Web Site Marketplace. Our goal is to give you an interactive tour of our Dealers New
and Used inventory and from Private Sellers, as well as allow you to conveniently get a quote,
schedule a service appointment, or apply for financing. The search for your American V-Twin
motorcycle is filled with high expectations. Undoubtedly, that has a lot to do with the vehicles you
are considering, but at BuyYourHarley.com, we think you should also have pretty high expectations
for the Dealership or Private Seller you decide to work with.

Check us out Today........
Your Customer Service Staff at BuyYourHarley.com
Join Our Text List for Updates, Free Offers, Coupons and Special Deals by Texting “Buy Your Harley” To 31996

